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Joint Committee Report in pursuant to order dated 10.05.2024
passed by Hon'ble NGT in the matter of Original Application No.

176/2024 Ajeet Kumar Gupta Versus State of UP & Ors.

1. Hon’ble NGT vide its Order 10.05.2024 passed by Hon’ble NGT in the matter

of Original Application No. 176/2024 Ajeet Kumar Gupta Versus State of UP &

Ors., instructed the following:-

S we constitute a Joint Committee comprising of representatives of
Principal Secretary, Irrigation and Water Resources Development Department,
Government of Uttar Pradesh, Principal Secretary, Department of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government of Uttar Pradesh and Member
Secretary, Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board and District Magistrate, |
Sonbhadra and Divisional Forest Officer, Sonbhadra direct the same to meet
within two weeks, undertake visits to the site, look into the grievances of the
applicant, associate the applicant and representative of the concerned project
proponent, verify the factual position and suggest appropriate remedial action.
Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board will be the nodal agency for coordination
and compliance.

6. Reply/response by respondents no. 1 to 6 and Report of the Joint Committee
be filed within two months through e-filing portal in the form of searchable
PDF/OCR Supported PDF and not in the form of Image PDF.

7. List the matter for further consideration on 23.08.2024......"

2. In order to above, the following members have been nominated by the
concerned departments for the said committee:-

a. Shri Shadeo Kumar Mishra, ADM (F/R), Sonbhadra nominated by the

District Magistrate, Sonbhdra.
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b. Shri Bhanendra Singh, Divisional Forest Officer, Renukoot Forest Division,
Renukoot, Sonbhadra Nominated by the Additional Principal Secretory
Department of Environment, Forest and climate change, Government of
U.P.

c. Shri Kunj Mohan Verma, Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’, Sonbhadra.

d. Shri Sushil Kumar Singh, Executive Engineer, Rihand Dam Civil Division

Pipri, Sonbhadra.

e. Shri Umesh Kumar Gupta, Regional Officer, UPPCB, Sonbhadra nominated
by the Member Secretory, U.P. Pollution Control Board, Lucknow.
3. That the relevant part of the letter petition enumerating grievances of the

applicants is reproduced as follows:-

* e JATI—SIFRT S TN 99 vg & Red o § 99R d9a oy @
AT AT E.O. (Executive Officer) ERT SITTeil DT DHedl DY Y dheddl B oLl
g4, ggoildl Ud Welld Wil & Siiae & I~ I~ Hdhe favas | |

q8IeY

fdes 8 & Siffrar ware o), devg &1 awgt Rwm Red erRee & anar @
deIr FEl uA9T Wi ®, forad fRver, dgenm, W@, Afewn, AR, dTR, §eR 9em o
STell SFaRT &1 Fas wiE 8 a1 siffar 9o & 9d ¥ 3REe! &7 Faw 8

dor gl @ 4 Rerd e1g R FTRAT &1 AdT I (Basking site) 8 | 39 SIE WY

TR vgId ot & 9avdq fffawa wamg Rig @& E.O. (Executive Officer) §RT 3194

ARl @ ARl fAdey Rud BRee @ 9Ta & anl B9 $edr o wW@d a2 3
Al AR RG] gRT 37a Heorl fhar 1 8T 8| 99 fmT & §8 99 W) TR

garad fUot & IUeT gRT 37AY FHeaT bR e o1 AAfor ff fRar war ) g8
&3 W8l U b HIsdl, AFE ar RedeRi 9o |9 et o7 ot gsie el
FXardT 8, s for 39 U &8 aR a9 funT F yaewr +ff g S | adwe
TG # TR gagd Qe srege fRffawia wag Rig, srieN) JifRerR) aur s+ a1
& drT faer a9 T @ Rad o 3§ Rera siffar siemer a6 w1 & for gel
DI PICHR TSP °IGT P V& & aUT SIFAT FAN UR Hedl HP d8i IX FRhId
qifST AT &A1 918 € |, T WRI & 6 Ul @ 4 Rd U@ g W, Sl e
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STl | 3resifed 8 wR Wl UST @ ders dRal @ Y dedl PN Wene @ b
FAYS I Y8 & | gD AU 0 Arl B N Red wree # 3@y w9 @ a9H 2
STEl Bl BeTg I AN GRT HAT T Y& 8| 390 v &= favmT RAud 3 995
SR SEarEl AN fFar 2, afdw a9 fQurr grr 5 o @ el f srfard #7 9
HUR Bz IR 76l 8 | Hifd TR ard e & eay 2ffaea gam Riz w@d @
ST &1 XIS T HIMBAT H8d 8 3R Udh 67T TR & Al 8| 999 36 TR D
fohar werdl W 99, g=Iofidl, Se—oital aer "Fa offaq @) B W @avT 21 98t A
[ 3y Peol DI AP G DI AT Helg B @Al @ qAT I Nl BT RIPR
W fbar Srar 81 3 B R uga ) (e 98 ATRHT @l AR N 98 & IEH o
Sl R, o8 9 e ax fFar war e dneardq 99 favmr Rad grr e
T 39b qd ReR e @ RRer qon AR @1 W ARt man) 37 o) ga oGt @
WIS | § e 8 a1 sH@1 gof faawer o= e Red grr wma frar s warn
g | dfb a8l (S Seme ATd) ® TR dard A9 @ TRRE gRT 2y dear
T DI WA TR 8 T U B dig Red S €Y W), Ol WRAEST $T RS
HIEE & WX WERE §91 & fay Ryem weme aon a9 faier &) Sw @ (I e
WRHR Dl YA B B AT Tdd Ga=T @ AR UR) <4/ Sdd= b1 FaTH fhar o
WET 8| 39 AT & Sifr JareE, Ree 39 a9 "aeasha Rar & qer s
TENT ¢ |

a8l @ Rl @ 3@ gy a8t 9des & 9grmar &q Afbr Aare B) W@ W |
W 3 AR gd & foled wu @ Rren wfeq sfRe® wvg @), 98 (@ifrar sarem
ot 4) fodi it @i wwell fbar Fomy &1 9 = w3 gema / Rae &
o, foraal &t |1 # dora 81 S W@ gRT & TS RUIE @ amR W
RrefiIerd wi9s 3 el Hared qRa 48 9 f3ar| a9 v fod 3 99 89 w®
IHAY Peall DI B TR YA U B gauE ouRdE Rffgwy wam Rig, S5

H1g, AEl gafry aeon R dara S @ erfer At & $uw FIR WY fbar &
T Al wrer ®, e fQaver fAaq 8-

FIR No.—155 /2019

Sections (YRTT) —

1:- 5/26 of IFA-1927

2:- 3(2) of FCA 1980

3:- 27, 29, 39 D, Sec. of WLPA 1972

4:- 3(2) S. of Public Property 19845:- Sec. 447 of IPC

YD

1— e Rig g3 3Rodlo Rz
2— feffavig Rig g3 w31 Rz
AR 93 H1—A-158 11/09/2019
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JbheHl &I 6001/2020)
CJM Court Sonbhadra
BB U< FIR &1 ST |1 H el 2 |

Ict: Y o Ry & & Sifrar Seer, ReT 39 @1 fRwar 81 @ aRor
Ffer Haelicl 8| SHD! GRET B A A @A U qAT 99, 99 oidl, SWei— i),
SPfd, Faiaver qor AME SIaT BT S~ JH HHe W qUM o del B i gER |
& qdc Heftd fhardamdl 9uT e/ R TR YA gRT §91¢ WM dldl WeRe $I
N TNE | AD o DI QY G B DY HUl B | a7 9 & TR gaad e
& davi fRffasia yam Rig den 9@ wigdl, AE 9o R duma Aol @
DA AR & HUR JTAEAED I ISIHS HRIATE PRA BT ARY UG B
DI PYT DY TAT A B 1T W td gded faunr @1 Wy 98t Aier fdew an ‘
fddr A yPR & qded fAbr & Bl P dDIA BT A 95 I BT ARY USH
&R DI PUT N, Tlfd 99, 99 Sfid, Tl 99 & HIH—HR AFG Sffa, THfa dqe

4. The Committee members discussed and decided a date for carrying out field |
visit on 01.08.2024. Intimation letter has been issued to all concerning
department by UPPCB vide letter dated 27.07.2024 (Annexure-A). The joint
committee conducted the site visit on the date-01.08.2024 along with
applicant namely Shri Ajeet Kumar Gupta.

5. The salient observations found during visit and recommendation made by

the joint committee members are summarized as follows: -

I. Field Observations:

a) There was no ongoing boating activity was observed by the team on the

‘Dongia Reservoir'.

b) There was no construction of restaurant found by the team at the ‘Dongia

Reservoir'.
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[

c)

There was no found any direct evidence of tree cutting near bank of

‘Dongia Reservoir’ during spot visit.

d) During the visit it was observed that earlier efforts were made to widen

the road but at the time of visit, work found to be closed. Divisional Forest
officer informed that legal action was taken against persons involved in
road widening work after that work was stopped.

The structure of old cow shed was found situated approximate 500 meter
away from bank of ‘Dongia Reservoir ‘in notified area of Nagar Panchyat
Pipri-Sonbhadra.

There was no found animal dead body during ground inspection.
However, Divisional Forest Officer ‘'DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed
that the dead body of wild animal within forest area found in past and
disposed after postmortem by veterinary officer.

Spot-Memo prepared based on ground inspection in the presence of
joint committee members and other staff as well as applicant namely Shri

Ajeet Kumar Gupta, which is attached herewith as Annexure-B.

Photographs of site visit are as follows: -
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6. The Nagar Panchayat, Pipri Sonbhadra advertised a tender through daily

news-paper for establishment of barricading, coloured cemented seating
bench, iron mesh including other works as per record provided by forest
division. However after objection by the forest department, Nagar Panchayat
Pipari, Sonbhadra vide its letter dated 03.11.2023 informed that above
mentioned work as construction / any other work is not going on and
stopped per instruction of District Magistrate, Sonbhadra. Copy of letter
dated-03.11.2023 is attached herewith as Annexure-C.

. Divisional Forest officer Renukoot informed that said area was under the
Class-B Forest, which was considered as a reserved forest in 1907. These type
of land falls under the category of reserved forest under section of 20 A of
Indian forest Act 1927. After that the said area was transferred to the forest
department by the Revenue department in 1950 for the management by the
order of Governor of Uttar Pradesh. Without considering the above facts a

notification to constitute the Nagar Panchayat-Pipri was issued in 1958. Since

to declare any old reserve forest to the reserved forest under section 20 of
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Indian Forest Act 1927, it essential to notify the old reserve again under the
section 4 of Indian Forest act 1927. Hence a notification was issued by the
Governor of Uttar Pradesh to notify the said area under section 4 of Indian
forest act 1927 in 1966. Right now, the matter is under proceeding of Forest
settlement as per provisions of Indian Forest act 1927.

8. Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed that the
matter about to widening work of the road within forest area came into light

in past. For which, action had initiated against defaulters by concerning forest
department as per law. (Annexure-D)

9. Divisional Forest Officer ‘'DFO’ Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed that the dead
body of female Cheetal within forest area near ‘Dongia Reservoir’ found on
14.04.2023 and disposed after postmortem by veterinary officer. As per
postmortem report, the cause of death of the cheetal was found to be killed
by a wild animal. (Annexure-E)

10. -Divisional Forest Officer ‘DFO" Renukoot, Sonbhadra informed that the dead
body of male Crocodile at bank of ‘Dongia Reservoir' found on 11.10.2023

and disposed after postmortem by veterinary officer. (Annexure-F)

Conclusion / Recommendations / Suggestions:

Spot-Memo prepared based on ground inspection in the presence of joint
committee members and other staff as well as applicant namely Shri Ajeet Kumar
Gupta. Boating activity in reservoir, construction activity of Restaurant, evidence

about to tree cutting near bank of reservoir, dead body of animals were not found
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during site visit as per field observations. For past violation about to tree cutting
and widening of road in forest area, action has been initiated against defaulters by
forest department as per law. Hence, the suggestion of the joint committee is as

follows: -

a) No development activity should be done by Nagar Panchayat-Pipri without

prior permission under the Forest conservation Act 1980 from Forest

Department.

The above Joint Committee report may be filed for kind information and

consideration of this Committee.

Name of the Committee members Signature |
1. | Shri Shadeo Kumar Mishra, (:y n/‘/]
ADM (F/R), 8! |
Sonbhadra.

2. | Shri (Dr.) Bhanendra Singh,

Divisional Forest Officer, @ﬁ@g\'}—“\

Renukoot Forest Division, Sonbhadra.

3. | Shri Kunj Mohan Verma, 'T
Divisional Forest Officer ' DFO’, = U4
Sonbhadra.

4. | Shri Sushil Kumar Singh,
Executive Engineer, L[
Rihand Dam Civil Division Pipri, Sonbhadra. 16108)024 |

5. | Shri Umesh Kumar Gupta ”
Regional Officer, UPPCB %q’ |

Sonbhadra.

Dated: 16.08.2024
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